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SERMON. 


"  Gentiles,  unto  whom  i  now  send  thee,  to  open  their  eyes, 
and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgive- 
ness of  sins."  —  Acts  xxvi :  18. 

Our  duty  to  do  a  given  thing  for  others  may  depend  upon 
different  considerations.  Whether  necessity  requires  it  should  be 
done,  whether  it  is  more  urgently  needed  than  something  else, 
and  whether,  if  we  decline,  it  will  be  done,  and  all  the  better, 
by  somebody  else. 

i.  The  first  question  is  whether  necessity  requires  that 
a  given  thing  be  done  by  us  for  others.  It  is  a  plain  dictate 
of  prudence  to  inquire  whether  the  applicant  for  alms,  or  suppliant 
for  some  other  sort  of  assistance,  is  in  need  of  the  aid  that  is 
asked.  There  is  much  imaginary  want  in  the  world.  There  are 
many  misrepresented  circumstances  of  necessity.  What  benevo- 
lent heart  here  has  not  been  moved  by  stories  of  destitution  and 
desolation  which  he  afterward  discovered  had  never  an  existence  ? 
Or  if  they  had,  the  account  of  them  was  grossly  exaggerated  in 
order  to  excite  the  sympathies  of  the  benevolent.  Let  the  intelli- 
gence be  circulated  that  by  pestilence,  epidemic,  or  earthquake 
falling  on  a  community,  thousands  in  a  distant  city  have  been 
made  homeless  and  are  hungry,  and  the  prompt  impulse  of  gener- 
ous souls  everywhere  is  to  subscribe  liberally  for  their  relief.  And 
when  there  is  any  hesitation  in  showing  such  open-heartedness, 
to  what  do  we  attribute  it  ?  Mostly  to  the  fact  that  sometimes 
there  have  been  appeals  for  aid  that  were  louder  than  real  need 
required.  Hence,  prudence  rather  than  parsimony  may  account 
for  an  occasional  withholding.     Are  not  our  home  missionary  and 
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church  building  societies  sometimes  stinted  in  extending  their 
work  in  frontier  towns  because  people  have  come  to  think  that 
there  are  already  more  church  candlesticks  than  there  are  candles 
of  the  Lord  burning  out  there  in  certain  ambitious  villages  in  the 
vast  West  ?  And  do  we  doubt  but  our  foreign  missionary  treas- 
uries would  be  as  presses  that  "  burst  out  with  new  wine,"  if  the 
heart  of  the  Christian  church  was  as  full  as  the  heart  of  Christ 
was  of  the  thought  that  this  is  already  a  lost  world  ?  It  has  been 
recently  quoted  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Waddell  Alexander,  the 
distinguished  predecessor  of  Dr.  John  Hall,  that  he  said  forty 
years  ago  :  "  The  great  mass  of  Christians  in  America  take  '  no  real 
interest  in  foreign  missions,'  because  of  '  a  secret  skepticism  as 
to  the  real  danger  of  the  heathen.' "  We  fear  the  remark  has  too 
much  foundation  in  fact.  Not  that  the  distinguished  divine  who 
made  it  shared  in  that  skepticism  ;  for  we  know  he  did  not.  But 
ever  since  Satan  in  Eden  asserted  that  man  may  sin  and  not 
be  in  any  clanger  of  dying,  there  have  been  intimations  of  the 
same  untruth  floating  in  the  air  and  anaesthetizing  the  moral  sense 
of  men.  And  therefore  when  we  read  this  revealed  word  of  the 
risen  Jesus,  pointing  Paul,  and  us,  to  the  "  Gentiles,  unto  whom 
I  now  send  thee,  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darkness 
to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,"  some  inquire  : 
Lord,  is  there  any  such  darkness  and  dominion  of  sin  and  Satan 
resting  on  the  Gentile  world?  But  as  the  response  is  :  "They  walk 
in  darkness  ;  for  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds 
of  those  who  believe  not,"  therefore  we  ought  to  feel  sure  of  the 
real  danger  of  the  heathen,  and  should  haste  to  their  rescue  — 
unless,  indeed,  we  may  be  excused  to  attend  to  more  pressing 
needs  nearer  home.  For  we  do  not  forget  what  inspiration  asserts 
(i  Tim.  v  :  8)  :  "If  any  provide  not  for  his  own,  he  hath  denied 
the    faith,  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel." 

Furthermore,  when  we  are  solicited  to  do  something  for  others, 
it  is  suitable  if  we  inquire 

2.  Whether  another  stands  ready  to  do  it  and  do  it  better 
than  we  can,  in  case  we  should  decline.  If  so,  that  would  justify 
our  refusal.  Indeed,  it  should  encourage,  and  even,  under  certain 
circumstances,  compel  our  refusal.  For,  however  we  might  lament 
to  lose  to  ourselves  the  advantage  of  the  undertaking,  yet  why 
should  we  imperil  a  sure  success  by  putting  our  imperfectly  skilled 
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hand  to  the  work  ?  We  should  not.  If  the  priest  and  the  Levite 
on  the  Jericho  road  knew  certainly  that  the  Good  Samaritan 
was  coming  up  behind  on  a  horse,  and  had  oil  and  wine  and  money 
with  him  for  the  wounded  man,  whereas  they  had  neither;  and  if 
they  were  infallibly  sure  that  this  Good  Samaritan  was  a  nurse 
who  never  lost  a  case,  whereas  they  had  no  confidence  that  they 
could  carry  the  wounded  man  through,  then  they  were  quite  justi- 
fied in  passing  by  on  the  other  side.  For,  had  their  zeal  for  doing 
good  been  so  great  as  to  have  compelled  them  to  undertake  the 
case,  they  might  have  killed  the  man  before  the  skillful  Samaritan 
got  there.  Have  we  not  heard  that  unwise  and  unskillful  coun- 
selors and  teachers  may  turn  a  serious  soul  rather  away  than 
toward  the  straight  gate  in  the  solemn  moment  of  religious 
awakening?  It  may  be  well  for  the  worker  while  it  is  bad  for 
the  one  worked  on,  if  the  Christian  worker  has  none  of  the  skill 
of  Andrew  to  bring  a  brother  to  Jesus.  And  such  had  better 
not  go  for  Simon  at  all  as  long  as  there  is  a  wise  Andrew  waiting 
to  do  it  at  the  opportune  time.  Is  there  one  standing  among  you 
whose  shoe's  latchet  no  mortal  missionary  is  worthy  to  unloose, 
who  is  certain  in  some  future  fullness  of  time  to  speak  to  every 
heathen  heart,  and  so  expose  the  scars  on  his  side  and  nail  prints 
in  his  palms  that  about  every  one  of  them  will  be  melted  and 
brought  to  penitence  and  trust  ?  If  so,  then  the  confidence  we 
have  that  he  will  much  more  successfully  turn  them  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God  than  we  can,  justifies  the  conclusion 
that  we  may  well  afford  to  wait.  We  are  familiar  with  the  opinion 
that  the  progress  of  civilization  and  the  prevalence  of  international 
law  are  bringing  all  mankind,  by  their  discipline  and  developments, 
into  as  high  social  conditions  and  moral  manners  as  will  be  needed 
to  make  this  world  a  saved  world.  Many  intelligent  people  are 
confident  that  the  advances  of  natural  and  social  science  will 
soon  transform  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  and  cast  the  feeble 
and  ineffective  efforts  of  Christian  missions  into  disrespect. 
Moveover,  we  observe  the  revival  of  an  idea  which  dominated 
the  minds  of  some  good  men  at  the  time  when  modern  Christian 
missions  had  their  rise.  The  same  idea  that  President  Wayland 
writes  of  as  arising  out  of  "  a  spurious  system  of  Calvinism,"  and 
the  same  that  confronted  the  zealous  Carey  when  he  began  to 
call  on  our  mother  country  to  give  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles. 
And  that  is  :  that  if  we  but  let  the  heathen  alone,  the  Lord  will 
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convert  them  by  and  by,  if  he  shall  see  best.  When  William 
Carey's  enthusiasm  had  kindled  enough  interest  in  the  subject 
of  missions  to  the  heathen  to  draw  together  that  memorable  con- 
ference in  Northampton,  and  when  the  eloquence  of  the  young 
shoemaker  rose  to  a  very  passionate  pitch,  as  he  plead  "  for  the 
perishing  pagans,"  you  may  recall  how  this  idea  of  which  I  speak 
found  voice  in  that  assembly.  Affronted  at  the  earnestness  of  the 
young  man,  if  not  at  his  ignorance,  an  eminent  minister  cried  : 
"  Young  man,  sit  down !  When  God  pleases  to  convert  the 
heathen,  he  will  do  it  without  your  aid  or  mine."  Is  it  the  ghost 
of  that  "spurious  system  of  Calvinism  ?  "  Is  it  lost  and  wander- 
ing echoes  of  that  thundering  rebuke  by  Dr.  Ryland  in  the 
Northampton  Conference  which  have  reshaped  themselves  into 
the  belief  that  whatever  heathen  we  do  not  reach  as  Paul  did 
a  pagan  in  the  prison  at  Philippi,  Jesus  Christ  himself  will  reach, 
when  he  is  pleased  to,  in  the  prison  of  the  pit?  If  so,  we  may  well 
obey  the  voice  which  bids  us  "  sit  clown  !  "  But  suppose  there  is 
an  uncertainty  whether  anything  will  be  done  if  we  forbear  to  work  ; 
an  uncertainty  whether  commerce  and  science,  public  schools 
and  jurisprudence,  are  competent  to  convert  the  pagan  world  to 
purity  and  peace  with  God  ;  an  uncertainty  whether  millions  of 
human  beings  will  escape  eternal  death  if  we  do  not  run  to  their 
rescue,  and  warn  them  from  "the  wrath  to  come;"  and  a  vast 
uncertainty  whether  there  will  be  offers  of  grace  beyond  the 
grave.  Then  the  question  of  duty  becomes  a  very  different  one, 
and  addresses  us  in  the  most  categorical  imperative. 

For  where  something  is  waiting  to  be  done,  and  there  are 
none  more  competent  than  we  are  to  do  it,  and  especially  if  it  be 
highly  probable  that  unless  we  do  it  promptly  it  will  never  be  done 
at  all,  then  there  is  but  one  thing  for  a  true  man  to  do  ;  do  it 
instantly  and  the  best  he  can.  Is  epidemic  sweeping  thousands 
out  of  a  city  every  day  ?  Then  the  veriest  novice  in  medical 
science  is  needed,  and  should  not  shirk  from  the  call  of  humanity. 
The  clumsiest  surgeon  may  be  wanted,  and  welcomed,  too,  on  a 
field  of  Waterloo.  The  ancient  school-master  who  knew  but  the 
rudiments,  and  not  much  of  them,  was  better  far  than  no  teacher 
at  all  in  the  rural  towns  of  a  long  time  ago.  Heaven's  blessing 
will  rest  upon  the  weakest  hand  that  plucks  a  human  brand  from 
the  burning,  if  there  is  no  stronger  hand  stretched  out  to  save. 
But  if  there  is  a  stronger  stretched  out  to  save,  the  weaker  should 
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withdraw,  lest  the  brand  slip  from  its  feebler  grip  and  be  lost  in 
the  very  presence  of  one  who  is  "  able  to  save  unto  the  uttermost." 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  selfishness  of  the  priest  and  Levite, 
the  worst  of  their  sin  was  that  they  passed  by  on  the  other  side 
and  left  the  man  to  die,  when  they  did  not  know  that  the  Good 
Samaritan  and  his  medicine  were  near  at  hand.  Therefore,  if  no 
man  has  either  the  information  or  the  audacity  in  the  absence  of 
authority  to  guarantee  that  if  we  fail  to  turn  the  heathen,  some  one 
else  will  turn  them  ;  and  if  the  darkness  upon  them  is  exceedingly 
more  dense  than  where  it  lies  deepest  on  Christendom  ;  and  if 
groping  in  that  darkness,  and  groveling  under  "the  power  of 
Satan,"  our  brothers  in  humanity  are  stumbling  into  hell  "through 
the  ignorance  that  is  in  them  because  of  the  hardness  of  their 
hearts,"  then  the  command  of  the  Lord  :  "  Go  ye  unto  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  carries  not  only 
the  weight  of  his  imperial  authority,  but  also  an  abundant  reason- 
ableness to  the  mind  of  every  true  Christian,  why  the  Lord  Jesus 
should  have  uttered  the  command  so  urgently.  Let  us  then  con- 
sider somewhat  the  condition  and  conversion  of  the  unevangelized 
ends  of  the  earth. 

i.  They  are  living  in  sin.  And,  however  much  this  may 
sound  like  a  truism  to  you,  there  is  need  just  now  to  say  it  over 
again  ;  and  to  examine  the  statement  until  we  shall  be  sure  that 
unless  the  witnesses  have  been  corrupt  or  incompetent,  the  case 
stands  proven  •  that  the  pagan  world  lies  in  wickedness.  Perhaps 
we  may  well  begin  with  the  thought,  that  if  they  are  not  sinners 
against  the  Most  High  they  are  better  off  without  the  gospel  than 
we  are  with  it.  And  in  that  event,  for  us  to  send  them  mission- 
aries and  the  Bible  to  announce  to  them  the  glad  tidings  of  salva- 
tion, is  exceedingly  more  absurd  than  carrying  coals  to  New- 
castle ;  contributing  money  for  a  charity  dinner  for  Dives ;  or 
Mrs.  Jellyby's  "  telescopic  philanthropy  "  for  the  natives  of  Borrio- 
boola-Gha.  Indeed,  it  seems  more  than  absurd.  Is  it  not  a 
pitiful  or  a  vulgar  impertinence  which  the  pagan  world  mi°-ht 
properly  resent  and  reply  :  "  Physician,  heal  thyself  !  "  But  if  the 
spirit  of  God  moved  the  mind  and  made  the  logic  of  Paul  when  he 
"proved  both  Jew  and  Gentile  that  they  are  all  under  sin,"  then 
the  case  stands  gravely  different.  If  "  sin  is  the  transgression 
of    the    law,"  and    if   the    Holy    Bible   solemnly    asserts    that    the 
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Gentiles  have  "  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,"  and  yet  they  have 
so  "  changed  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie,"  that  "  they  are  without 
excuse,"  then  the  case  is  closed  and  the  verdict  inevitable.  Skep- 
ticism must  either  impeach  the  testimony  of  Christ's  apostle  and 
challenge  the  authority  of  these  Scriptures  of  God,  or  else  quit 
the  contention  and  accept  the  fact  that  all  mankind,  barbarian, 
Scythian,  bond,  and  free,  stand  guilty  before  God  ■  "  for  all  have 
sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  All  men  ;  the  apostle 
meant,  the  same  all  that  he  referred  to  when  he  wrote  :  "  In  Adam 
all  die."  For  Paul  no  more  meant  to  limit  these  alls  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Abraham  than  he  intended  to  limit  them  to  those  who 
have  curly  hair  or  high  foreheads.  His  mind  was  not  running  on 
lines  of  national  peculiarities;  but  was  acting  under  the  influence 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  that  eternal  word  which  was  uttered ; 
"  The  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die  /"  No  difference  in  what  age, 
or  nation  ;  nor  under  what  dim  or  dazzling  rays  of  moral  illumi- 
nation, if  only  one  knows  to  do  good  and  does  it  not,  to  him  it  is 
sin. 

What,  then,  is  the  testimony  of  those  witnesses  on  whom  we 
are  wont  to  rely  for  information  of  idolatrous  and  unevangelized 
nations  ?  Does  Juvenal's  satires  on  the  sins  of  the  Romans  of  his 
time  read  as  if  that  pagan  poet  thought  them  not  sins,  but  simply 
the  reckless  acts  of  moral  idiots,  whom  neither  God  nor  man 
should  hold  responsible  ?  One  of  the  moralists  of  Rome,  whom 
modern  times  most  often  mention  with  approval,  said,  of  the 
pagans  of  his  day  :  "  We  have  sinned,  some  grievously,  others 
more  lightly  ;  some  purposely,  others  accidentally  impelled  or  led 
astray.  And  not  only  have  we  transgressed  ;  we  shall  continue  to 
do  so  till  the  end  of  life.  It  was  the  complaint  of  our  ancestors  ; 
it  is  ours  ;  it  will  be  of  our  posterity  that  morals  are  subverted, 
that  corruption  reigns!  The  human  mind  is  by  nature  perverse, 
and  strives  for  what  is  forbidden."  Such  was  Seneca's  judgment 
of  the  moral  condition  of  the  world  ;  without  God  and  without 
hope,  but  not  without  sin.  And  let  any  who  are  given  to  doubt 
whether  the  heathen  are  already  enough  lost  to  be  liable  to  all 
consequences  of  sin,  go  hence  and  bury  themselves  beyond  the 
line  of  the  light,  and  the  saving  influences  of  the  lives  of  men 
under  the  gospel  ;  go  hence,  where  "  darkness  covers  the  earth 
and  gross  darkness  the  people,  and  stay  there  for  some  years,  eye 
witnesses  to  the  ways  of  those  sunken  creatures. 
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And  can  you  expect  or  imagine  these  gentle  judges  of  the 
Gentiles  returning,  after  such  an  experience,  to  say:  "The  pagans 
are  quite  an  inoffensive  people  ;  they  live  in  the  unruffled  peace 
of  an  approving  conscience  ?"  Rather  might  we  not  expect  they 
would  say,  that  no  man  can  realize  the  sinfulness  of  sin  in  its 
grosser  forms  until  he  mingles  in  unevangelized  communities  and 
witnesses  the  heathen  world  lying  in  wickedness.  Far  be  it  from 
us  to  cast  a  stone  at  cannibals  or  KafTres,  at  a  Hottentot  or  a 
Hindu,  as  if  they  were  the  only  sinners  under  the  sun.  But  what 
we  feel  sure  of  is,  that  they  are  such  transgressors  of  the  will  of 
the  most  high  God  as  exposes  them  to  his  just  judgment ;  under 
that  statute  of  his  which  demands  obedience,  and  under  that  viola- 
tion of  the  statute  which  the  inspired  apostle  referred  to  when  he 
wrote  :  "The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all 
ungodliness  and  unrighteousness  of  men."  In  the  first  sermon 
that  was  preached  before  the  American  Board  by  the  illustrious 
President  of  Yale  College,  the  preacher  pressed  his  plea  for  public 
interest  to  be  taken  in  missions  with  these  words  :  "  The  necessity 
of  the  work  irresistibly  demands  every  practicable  effort.  The 
whole  world  '  lieth  in  wickedness  '  as  a  man  lies  weltering  in  his 
blood."  And  he  further  described  a  vast  portion  of  the  earth  as 
"an  immense  field  of  death,"- "as  a  place  of  graves,"  as  "  a  cata- 
comb where  souls  are  buried  to  wake  no  more."  After  a  dismal 
picture  of  the  temporal  circumstances  of  sorrow  and  shame  in 
pagan  lands,  Dr.  Dwight  then  added  :  "  But,  my  brethren,  all  this 
is  comparatively  of  small  moment.  The  great  duty  before  us  is  to 
rescue  men  from  sin  and  perdition."  And  whoever  disputes,  if 
any  one  does  dispute,  the  correctness  of  that  preacher's  description, 
must  join  his  debate  with  both  the  Old  and  New  Testament  word 
of  God.  For  have  not  prophets,  poets,  and  apostles  given  us 
equally  gloomy  pictures  of  the  Gentile  world  ?  Have  they  not 
spoken  (2  Kings  xvi  :  3)  of  "  the  abominations  of  the  heathen," 
and  of  (Ezra  vi :  2)  "  the  filthiness  of  the  heathen  ?  "  Do  they 
not  tell  us  these  heathen  (Ps.  ix  :  15)  are  "  sunk  in  the  pit,"  and 
that  they  (Eph.  iv :  16)  "walk  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind,  being 
darkened  in  their  understanding,  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
because  of  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  because  of  the  hardness 
of  their  hearts  ?  "  And  can  there  possibly  be  any  deepening  of 
the  picture  of  their  guilt  after  what  Paul  says,  that  the  heathen 
"  being  past  feeling,  gave  themselves  up  to  lasciviousness,  to  work 
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all  uncleanness  with  greediness  ?  "     Yes,  there    is,  indeed,  some- 
thing to  be  added.     And  that  is  : 

2.  The  heathen  are  wilful  wrong-doers,  and  so  are  respon- 
sible. The  basest  of  them  know  that  they  are  morally  base.  A 
missionary,  who  was  among  the  very  first  to  enter  interior  Africa 
along  the  path  which  Stanley  blazed,  assured  us  that  there,  in  the 
deepest  darkness,  he  found  that  wrong-doers  saw  the  light  of 
moral  duty  ;  dimly,  but  actually  offering  itself  for  their  guidance 
to  the  better  day  and  way  of  life.  They  all  know  better  than  they 
do.  It  was  a  pagan  philosopher  who  said  ,of  his  people,  "  Our 
fault  is  not  external  to  ourselves,  it  is  within  us  and  cleaves  to 
our  souls."  And  it  was  a  pagan  poet  who  wrote :  "  I  see  and 
approve  the  better,  but  follow  the  worse."  Lecturing  to  the  elite 
of  the  idolaters  of  the  city  of  Bombay,  President  Julius  H.  Seelye 
eloquently  said  :  "  The  voyager  of  life  "  (on  heathen  as  on  Chris- 
tian seas)  "  has  a  chart  on  which  his  course  is  clearly  traced  ; 
every  peril  is  distinctly  noted  j  light-houses  stand  along  every 
dangerous  coast;  beacons  blaze  from  every  cliff.  He  has  a  com- 
pass which  never  varies,  and  the  stars  are  shining  where  there  is 
no  sun."  Then  does  not  the  sinner  in  Hindustan  as  surely  as  the 
sinner  in  this  house  know  when  he  goes  wrong  ?  Certainly  ;  for 
as  the  lecturer  there  and  then  added  :  "  The  trouble  with  human 
nature  relates  to  the  inner  source  and  center  of  a  man's  moral 
purpose  and  moral  life.  It  is  not  the  intellect  but  the  will  that 
is  at  fault."  Thus  faithfully  spake  our  honored  countryman  to 
the  consciences  of  those  cultured  Hindus,  and  we  do  not  hear  that 
a  single  man  of  them  disputed  the  doctrine  or  debated  that  the 
idolatrous  millions  whom  they  represented  were  without  responsi- 
bility, because  they  have  not  all  the  advantages  which  have  been 
afforded  those  who  live  under  the  influences  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  And,  if  it  be  wondered  why,  in  that  assembly  of  cultured 
Hindus,  there  was  not  at  least  one  so  given  to  the  arts  of  sophistry 
as  to  attempt  a  reply  to  this  accusation  against  mankind,  the  only 
reasonable  explanation  that  we  can  discover  is,  they  knew  in  their 
very  souls  that  "  light-houses "  do  stand  along  the  dangerous 
coasts  of  sin,  in  India,  as  surely  as  in  America.  They  could  not 
contradict  the  lecturer,  because  his  figure  of  "  beacons  blazing  from 
every  cliff  "  was  a  forcible  fact.  And  although  the  Sun  of  Right- 
eousness had  not  risen  with  healing  in  his  wings  on   the  deeps  of 
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the  pagan  world,  yet  their  inmost  souls  admitted  that  brilliant  point 
of  the  lecture  :  '•  The  stars  are  shining  where  there  is  no  sun." 
Preaching  before  the  American  Board  in  1817,  President  Appleton 
said  he  would  not  assert  what  men  might  not  do  if  they  would 
make  the  best  use  of  their  intellectual  powers  to  find  out  God. 
"  But,"  said  he,  "  what  men  may  do  is  one  thing,  what  they  will 
do  is  another."  To  which  we  would  add  the  utterance  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Shedd  :  "  If  the  sinner  hated  his  sin,  nay,  if  he  felt  weary 
and  heavy  laden  in  the  least  degree  because  of  it,  he  might  leave  it." 
But  how  are  we  sure  they  know  their  doings  are  evil  ?  Well, 
there  was  one  who  wrote  under  a  higher  guidance  and  safer 
impulse  than  pagan  philosopher  or  Christian  preacher  ever  did, 
who  informs  us  of  the  fact,  although  he  does  not  divulge  the 
method  by  which  they  know  moral  light  from  darkness.  For  the 
Apostle  to  the  Gentiles  wrote :  "  That  which  may  be  known  of 
God  is  manifest  in  them  ;  for  God  manifested  it  unto  them."  But 
yet  when  they  "  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  but 
became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolish  heart  was 
darkened;"  and  while  "knowing  the  judgment  of  God,  that  they 
which  commit  such  things  are  worthy  of  death,  not  only  do  the 
same,  but  have  pleasure  in  them  that  do  them."  In  answer  to  any 
sentimentalism  that  would  minify  the  moral  infamy  of  the  idola- 
trous nations,  and  make  way  for  a  conclusion,  by  and  by,  that  they 
are  in  no  great  need  of  conversion  to  secure  their  safety  for 
eternity,  let  us  read  again  the  solemn  indictment  for  intentional 
sin  which  the  Scriptures  contain  to  their  charge ;  and  also  forecast 
the  conclusion  of  the  trial  of  the  heathen  at  the  bar  above,  if  they 
shall  as  willfully  continue  in  sin  as  they  have  hitherto  continued  in 
the  course  of  human  history.  That  conclusion  is  stated  in  these 
words  :  "  As  many  as  have  sinned  without  law  shall  also  perish 
without  law,  in  the  day  when  God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men 
by  Jesus  Christ."  Perish,  not  because  they  have  crucified  Christ, 
or  slighted  the  offers  of  the  gospel,  but  because  they  knew  better 
than  they  did,  and  "  took  pleasure  in  them  that  do  such  things." 
And  therefore  the  next  consideration  of  their  moral  condition  is : 

3.  The  heathen  are  under  condemnation  for  their  sins.  Not 
to  be  condemned,  but  are  condemned  already;  and  as  surely  for 
what  they  have  done  evil  and  failed  to  do  right,  as  a  soul  among 
us    is  condemned    already  "because    he   has  not  believed  on  the 


12  THE    CONDITION    OF    THE    HEATHEN 

only  begotten  Son  of  God."  They  are  under  condemnation  for 
their  own  sins,  not  for  ours !  Were  the  Most  High  to  condemn 
any  soul  to  suffer  punishment  who  is  not  an  intelligent  and 
intentional  transgressor,  his  throne  would  fall  out  of.  the  sky.  But 
if  any  one,  be  he  Bushman,  or  be  he  of  Boston,  is  an  intelligent 
and  intentional  transgressor  and  hears  a  voice,  coming  either  from 
conscience  or  the  cross,  calling  him  to  turn  "from  darkness  to 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,"  then  if  he  will  not 
turn,  either  he  must  be  condemned,  or  a  rebellion  would  arise  in 
all  the  ranks  of  the  moral  universe  against  the  equity  of  the  divine 
administration  if  another  should  be  condemned.  Either  all  intelli- 
gent and  intentional  wrong-doing  must  rest  under  divine  con- 
demnation, more  or  less  severe,  or  otherwise  none  must.  We 
cannot  conceive  of  such  a  monstrosity  in  the  judicial  dealings  of 
man  with  man  as  would  say,  that  one  may  knowingly  violate  the 
law  and  be  pronounced  innocent,  whereas  another  doing  the  same 
thing  is  guilty.  It  being  so,  that  "by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of 
sin  ; "  and  the  heathen  have  "  the  law  written  in  their  hearts  ; "  and 
knowing  the  judgment  of  God  that  they  which  commit  such  things 
as  they  do  commit  are  worthy  of  death,  still  "do  the  same"  —  this 
being  so,  there  is  no  escape  from  the  conclusion  that,  if  they  are 
not  condemned,  no  one  can  be.  But  they  are  under  condemna- 
tion, not  only  as  the  Scriptures  show,  but  also  as  their  own  actions 
indicate.  An  uneasy  conscience  can  never  be  accounted  for  by 
subtleties  of  metaphysics,  or  speculations  in  moral  philosophy,  if 
knowledge  of  a  living  and  holy  God  be  denied  as  the  effectual 
cause  of  its  discomfort.  Whether  he  be  a  troglodyte  of  Northern 
Africa,  or  a  titled  nabob  or  crowned  head  of  Christendom, 
whoever  shows  by  his  life  that  his  heart  condemns  him,  does 
hereby  plead  guilty  to  conduct  for  which,  if  he  is  not  pardoned,  he 
can  never  have  peace.  And  do  missionaries  say  that  the  heathen 
have  no  uneasiness  of  conscience  ?  Besotted  in  vice  and  quite 
bestialized  in  their  moral  sense,  some  of  the  deepest  in  degradation 
may  suffer  but  little  distress  after  sin.  But  when  David  Brainerd 
began  to  preach  to  the  degraded  Indians  of  the  forest,  did  he  not 
find  that  even  they  as  sharply  resented  the  statement  that  they 
were  perishing  sinners  as  white  sinners  in  our  city  churches  in  the 
nineteenth  century  resent  the  same  ?  Did  not  some  of  those  red 
men  then  rave  at  the  preaching  until  they  became  penitents,  and 
then  confess  that  all  the  time  they  were   resisting  they  knew  their 


AND    THEIR    CONVERSION.  13 

guiltiness  ?  What  do  the  rights  and  ceremonies  and  sacrifices  of 
pagan  religions  signify  ?  That  they  are  in  no  particular  apprehen- 
sion of  punishment  ?  Count  the  costliness  of  their  sacrifices,  mark 
the  tortures  of  their  self-immolations,  and,  remembering  the  ages 
through  which  such  agonies  and  outlays  have  been  endured,  tell  us 
whether  their  inmost  conscience  does  not  bring  them  under  a  con- 
demnation compared  with  which  the  sense  of  sin  in  sinners  here  is 
exceedingly  light.  Living  within  the  circle  of  the  sweet  light  which 
streams  from  a  suffering  Saviour,  sinners  in  Christendom  come  to 
think  that  God  is  too  good  to  execute  sentence  against  sin.  But 
where  no  tidings  of  dying  love  have  been  told  to  troubled  trans- 
gressors there  is  nothing  for  them  but  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judg- 
ment. And  so  the  heathen  crucify  themselves  in  the  hope  of  satis- 
fying conscience,  as  he  satisfied  for  it  who  was  crucified  for  us. 
Surely  it  is  true  that  the  heathen  are  guilty  and  condemned,  and 
are  regarded  by  the  Almighty  as  unreconciled,  and  exposed  to 
whatever  his  infallible  exercise  of  justice  shall  apportion  them  for 
their  impenitence.  What  that  may  be,  in  different  degree  from 
the  doom  of  those  who  here  deafen  their  ears  to  the  offers  of 
grace  in  the  gospel,  we  know  not.  Except  this,  by  the  word  of 
the  Lord  himself ;  we  are  sure  that  such  as  without  knowledge 
commit  things  worthy  of  stripes  shall  be  beaten  with  only  "few 
stripes."  Meanwhile  there  is  absolutely  no  escape  for  one  who 
bows  to  the  explicit  oracles  of  God,  that  every  responsible  moral 
agent  on  earth,  until  he  turns  from  Satan  unto  God,  is  under  sen- 
tence of  death.  This  is  the  teaching  of  Scripture.  No  unpreju- 
diced reader  will  draw  any  other  idea  from  its  pages.  It  is  and 
has  been  our  evangelical  understanding  of  the  condition  of  man  as 
he  is  under  the  moral  government  of  God.  And  we  believe 
emphatically  what  has  been  said  by  one  of  the  ripest  scholars  of 
the  Unitarian  school  in  America  :  "  That  Orthodoxy  cannot  readjust 
its  faith  till  it  readjusts  its  estimate  of  the  Scriptures." 

To  this  let  me  add,  that  the  enterprise  of  Christian  missions 
to  the  unevangelized  millions  sprung  out  of  the  evangelical  convic- 
tion that  they  are  in  sin  and  are  perishing  in  their  sins.  Who  can 
read  the  early  literature  of  missions  and  miss  seeing  this,  as  a 
fundamental  matter  in  the  minds  of  those  who  first  broke  ground 
for  a  vineyard  of  the  Lord  on  the  wild  waste  lands  of  the  world  ? 

Did  Vanderkemp  go  to  Kafirland  because  he  thought  the 
Africans   should   be  taught  to  wear  more  clothes  and   live    more 
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civilly  ?      Or   did    he  yearn  to  offer  them    the    attractions    of    the 
cross    because    he    believed    nothing    less    could    turn    them    from 
darkness  unto  light,  so  long  had  they  loved  "  darkness  rather  than 
light  ?  "     The  latter  was  surely  the  holy  ambition  and  high  motive 
of  that  brave  pioneer  of  missions.     Did  William  Carey  burn  with 
zeal  to  excite  England  to  establish    Christian    missions    in    India 
because  he  had  heard  that  the  Hindus  had  no  public  schools  nor 
theological  seminaries  ?     Did  the  young  men  beside  the  hay-stack 
at    Williamstown  have  as  the    burden    of    their    prayer    that    God 
would  open  the  way  for  them  to  go  far  hence  unto  the  Gentiles 
to  teach  them  metaphysics  and  philosophy  ?     Or  were  their  hearts 
aflame  with  love  and  longing  to  flv  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  and 
tell  the  perishing  that  "  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his 
only    begotten    Son,   that    whosoever    believeth    in    him    need   not 
perish  ?  "      Riding  along   between    Andover    and    Bradford,  what 
may   we  conjecture  was  the  topic  of    conversation    between    Drs. 
Spring  and  Worcester,  at  the  forever  sacred  moment  when  the  first 
suggestion  of  this  American  l)oard  was  made?    Were  they  mutually 
grieving  over  it  that  the  heathen  were  destitute  of  the  decencies 
and  amenities  of  social  life,  which  they  would  surely  get  if  mission- 
aries should  go  to  them  ?     Nay,  nay  !     Yea,  if  they  heard  in  their 
hearts  a  loud  echoing  of  the  last  utterance  of  their  ascended  Lord  : 
"Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel,"  does  any  one 
doubt  that  the  loudness  of  those  reverberating  echoes  was  due  as 
much  to  the  fact  that  they  rolled  up  from  a  world   in  ruins,  as  that 
they    rolled   down    from    his    heavenly    world  ?      All    through    the 
records    of   our  early    missionary    enterprise,   the  reader  is  struck 
with    repeated  quotations  of    this  Scripture,   as  descriptive  of  the 
heathen  :    "  Sitting  in  darkness  and  in   the  region   and  shadow  of 
death."     It  was  the  thought  of  "the  lost  millions,"  "without  God 
and  without  hope,"  which  weighed  down  the  souls  of  those  who, 
not    counting   their  lives  dear  unto  them,  first  began  to    sacrifice 
everything   for  the  sake  of  saving  some.     When   Samuel  J.   Mills 
turned  from  his  plow  and  forsook  the  farm  in   Litchfield,  he  did  it 
"  to    obtain  an  education  for  the  purpose  of    carrying  the  gospel 
to  the  millions  who  perish."     What  would  we  not  give  for  a  report 
of  the  prayers  which  that  young  farmer  so  fervently  offered  while 
following    along  the  furrows  and  holding    the    handles    more  and 
more  loosely  ?     Think  you  his  heart  went  up  to  God  for  the  poor 
heathen,  because  they  had  no  social  science  associations,  general 
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hospitals,  nor  free  dispensaries  for  the  development  of  high  culture 
and  the  cure  of  the  ills  of  the  flesh  ?  What  a  slander  of  his  sacred 
memory  would  it  be  to  cherish  such  a  supposition  for  a  moment. 
The  more  so  that  we  are  assured  by  his  biographer  that  "  the 
deliverance  of  one  immortal  soul  from  everlasting  burnings  "  was 
what  "  enflamed  his  benevolent  mind  enough  to  compensate  a 
thousand-fold  for  all  the  laurels  of  a  Caesar."  It  was  "  over  the 
perishing  millions,"  Dr.  Gardiner  Spring  declares,  that  young 
Mills's  "  heart  yearned."  In  like  manner  it  was  "  the  woeful  con- 
dition of  the  heathen  "  that  oppressed  the  heart  of  Samuel  Newell. 
And  the  words  of  another  of  those  first  four  missionaries,  which 
the  Board  sent  out,  are  yet  more  passionately  expressive  of  the 
innermost  thought  which  moved  them  all.  For  Gordon  Hall 
effectively  contrasted  the  labors  of  two  noble  philanthropists,  who 
won  immortal  fame  for  what  they  did  to  relieve  human  misery  in 
this  world,  with  the  labors  of  Christian  missionaries  who  have  a 
still  loftier  object  in  view.  All  honor,  said  Gordon  Hall,  will  we 
give  to  a  Clarkson  for  his  labors  in  awakening  the  conscience  of 
England  and  Christendom  against  the  iniquity  of  the  African  slave 
trade  ;  and  all  honor  to  Howard  for  his  humane  movement  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  convicts.  However,  said  he,  the 
Christian  missionary  also  carries  to  the  destitute  that  which  will 
mitigate  temporal  evils.  "  But  this  is  not  all ;  he  labors  for  that 
which  will  redeem  a  vast  proportion  of  the  whole  world  both  from 
temporal  and  eternal  misery."  It  was  not  on  temporal  privations 
and  race  prostration  in  pagan  lands  that  this  holy  and  high-minded 
young  disciple  had  his  heart  set  to  relieve  them.  Nay,  it  was  both 
"temporal  and  eternal  misery"  which  his  anointed  eyes  saw 
impending  and  pressing  upon  the  people.  It  was  their  wretched- 
ness in  sin  and  their  exposure  to  the  wrath  of  God,  at  the  very 
moment  when  they  might  be  turned  from  "  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God."  It  was  this  that  affected  and  afflicted  his  loving 
heart.  And  so  when  he  reached  the  distant  land  and  had  filled 
his  eyes  and  his  heart  yet  fuller  with  "  the  doleful  condition  of 
the  heathen,"  how  did  he  write  ?  In  a  calm  and  calculating  mood 
concerning  the  physical  and  social  needs  of  the  pagans  ?  Rather 
did  he  not  rise  to  such  a  fervor,  in  his  letters  to  young  men  enter- 
ing the  ministry,  that  he  felt  fearful  of  being  thought  fanatical  ? 
So  that  he  excused  his  earnestness  with  the  words :  "  Dear 
brethren,  bear  with  my  freedom.     Placed  as  I  am    in    the    midst 
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of  so  many  millions  of  perishing  heathen,  I  cannot  forbear.  Oh  ! 
fly  for  the  salvation  of  the  heathen.  Persuade  a  thousand  to  come. 
Oh  !  brethren,  hasten  to  the  field!  "  What  for?  we  ask.  Because 
the  Hindus  would  make  better  citizens  if  they  professed  Chris- 
tianity than  if  they  believe  Buddha  ?  Was  it  for  that  Gordon  Hall 
prayed  that  a  thousand  missionaries  might  come  and  labor?  Did 
he  ache  at  heart  only  because  he  would  have  the  heathen  abandon 
their  repulsive  ceremonies  and  vulgar  sacrifices,  and  adopt  the 
church  forms  and  creed  faiths  of  New  England  Congregationalists  ? 
Away  with  a  thought  so  unworthy  of  mention  anywhere,  but  most 
unworthy  when  the  work  of  those  sainted  pioneers  of  missions  is 
in  review.  For  whether  we  inquire  of  them,  or  of  the  illustrious 
line  of  prudential  committee-men,  or  of  the  honored  divines  which 
have  held  executive  office  in  the  American  Board,  or  whether  we 
inquire  of  a  host  of  holy  men  and  women  who  have  loved  and 
labored  so  hard  to  support  the  treasury  of  the  Board,  we  learn  that 
all,  in  the  old  glory  days  of  the  past,  felt  as  we  have  reason  to  feel, 
that  the  pagans  are  perishing,  and  there  is  not  a  moment  to  spare 
if  we  would  rescue  them  from  endless  ruin. 

Previous  to  the  rise  of  modern  missions,  and  owing  to  the  prev- 
alence of  "a  spurious  system  of  Calvinism,"  some  of  the  reformed 
churches  of  Christendom  lay  under  the  delusion  that  if  the  heathen 
are  ever  to  be  converted,  the  Lord  will  attend  to  it  in  his  own 
time,  and  without  the  aid  of  any  one.  They  regarded  them  as 
under  a  condemnation,  which  Christians  could  do  nothing  to  lift 
or  lighten.  And  so  they  looked  on  with  dumb  indifference,  while 
seeing  the  pagan  world  sinking  into  perdition.  But  when  that 
"  spurious"  narcotizing  notion  was  dispelled  by  the  blessed  gospel, 
that  "  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,"  and  that  long  before  Cal- 
vary he  commissioned  his  servants  to  say  to  all  mankind:  "Turn 
ye,  turn  ye  ;  for  why  will  ye  die  !  "  "I  have  no  pleasure  in  the 
death  of  him  that  dieth,  but  rather  that  all  would  turn  and  live  ;" 
and,  therefore,  said  :  "  Look  unto  me  and  be  saved,  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am  God  and  there  is  none  "  of  your  idols  that 
that  can  save  you  —  when  the  ears  of  our  fathers  were  opened  to 
hear  these  world-wide  provisions  of  salvation,  they  shook  off  the 
lethargy  and  became  fired  with  a  consuming  zeal  to  hasten  to 
the  heathen  and  cry  :  "  Ho  !  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye 
to  the  waters."  Then,  as  before,  they  believed  without  a  doubt 
that  the  sinning  heathen  are  doomed  because  of  their  sins.     But 
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thereafter  they  began  to  feel,  as  Paul  did  in  his  joy  that  some  of 
the  Gentiles  might  be  saved ;  and  so  they  hastened  to  tell  them 
of  Christ,  thinking  only  of  the  blessedness  of  saving  some ;  and 
waiting  "  until  the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in."  Among 
the  most  remarkable  theological  articles  we  have  seen  lately,  is 
one  in  the  U?ntarian  Review  (January,  1883),  from  the  pen  of  the 
lately  deceased  and  for  many  years  the  distinguished  pastor  of 
the  First  Church  of  Boston,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rufus  Ellis.  In  it  he 
affirms  that  the  teaching  of  Paul,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  ways 
of  God  with  men,  is  so  Calvinistic  concerning  human  sin  that 
"  Paul  was  a  Calvinist  before  Calvin  ; "  and  further,  the  essayist 
writes  :  "  I  am  powerless  and  speechless  here  in  the  presence  of 
Augustine  and  Calvin  as  interpreters  of  Paul."  And  what  does 
this  eminent  Unitarian  discover  and  declare  to  have  been  Paul's 
idea  of  the  condition  and  conversion  of  the  Gentile  world  ?  This, 
as  I  quote  his  exact  words  :  "Paul  was  so  absorbed  in  his  preach- 
ing, and  engaged  to  save  all  who  should  be  saved  —  so  filled  with 
delight  as  he  thought  of  the  multitude  predestined,  called,  justified, 
and  sanctified  by  Christ,  that  he  seems  to  have  no  mind  for  the 
rest.  He  does  not  propose  to  spend  his  days  settling  the  questions 
whether  all  men  are  to  be  saved,  and  how  this  is  ever  to  be 
brought  about,  or  what  there  is  in  man  to  encourage  such  daring 
expectations."  "  He  knows  that  under  God  he  can  save  some, 
and  this  one  thing  he  will  do."  l  And  Paul,  let  us  remark,  was 
"  the  apostle  to  the  Gentiles."  And  it  was  this  Pauline  conception 
of  the  grace  of  God  that  entered  into  those  who  organized  modern 
missions  and  kindled  their  enthusiasm  for  saving  the  Gentiles,  by 
turning  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of  sins  and  inherit- 
ance among  them  that  are  sanctified  already.  And  this  leads  to 
a  further  point :  that,  however  benighted  the  heathen  are  and 
perishing  in  their  sins,  yet 

4.  They  are  not  under  an  exceptional  and  hopeless  con- 
demnation. They  are  just  as  we  are  by  nature.  An  infant  born 
in  Afghanistan  or  in  Abyssinia  starts  life  in  the  same  relation  to 
God  as  one  does  that  is  cradled  in  London  or  New  York.  In  his 
lecture  on  missions  in  Westminster  Abbey,  Max  Miiller  said  that 


1  This  sentence  is  italicized  by  the  preacher. 
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"every  child  born  in  Europe  is  as  much  a  heathen  as  the  child  of 
a  Melanesian  cannibal."  By  which  we  understand  him  to  mean 
the  same  as  the  school  of  thought  to  which  we  belong  has  always 
taught,  that  all  men  are  born  in  sin.  But  the  heathen  are  not 
doomed  en  masse,  and  just  because  they  are  heathen.  And  this  we 
say  lest  the  opposite  be  said  without  question.  The  good  name  of 
some  has  been  aspersed  for  holding  this  very  theory — that  the 
pagans  are  lost  in  the  lot,  and  simply  as  pagans,  and  because  they 
are  pagans.  Indeed  it  has  been  hailed  as  a  sign  of  progress  and  a 
proof  that  he  is  freeing  himself  from  the  bondage  of  bigotry  when 
a  man  declares  that  he  does  "not  believe  in  the  unconditional  con- 
demnation of  the  heathen."  But  who  does  believe  such  a  thing  ? 
None  here,  we  are  sure.  Neither  any  with  whose  hands  and  hearts 
ours  are  united  in  the  high  endeavor  to  gospelize  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  The  heathen  under  "  unconditional  "  sentence  of  doom  ; 
and  for  no  cause  in  themselves  !  One  wonders  where  such  an  idea 
sprung  from  at  first.  Knowing  that  the  Confession  of  Westminster 
is  closely  wrought  on  the  articles  of  election  and  eternal  destiny, 
one  naturally  turns  to  see  if  it  says  such  a  thing  as  that  the 
heathen  are  under  an  "unconditional"  and  causeless  sentence  of 
judgment.  But  looking,  one  finds  it  not!  For  very  distinctly  those 
venerable  divines  of  Westminster,  in  composing  the  Confession, 
declared  that  none  are  under  condemnation  and  dishonor  except 
"for  their  sins."  Whether  in  Tokio,  Timbuctoo,  or  in  this  town, 
there  is  not  a  soul  from  whom  God  is  alienated  unless  that  soul 
has  sinned.  His  complacence  toward  his  creatures  is  not  accord- 
ing to  nationality  or  color,  white,  brown,  or  black,  but  according  to 
character  only.  And  this  is  a  widely  different  thing  from  saying 
that  pagans  are  under  a  sentence  which  we  in  Christendom  are  not 
under  by  nature.  Very  obnoxious  and  revolting  would  such  a 
thought  be  to  any  Christian  heart.  We  could  not  give  it  hospi- 
tality for  an  hour.  Our  God  is  not  such  a  one  as  would  do  so. 
He  is  "  no  respecter  of  persons."  "  But  in  every  nation  he  that 
feareth  him  and  worketh  righteousness  is  accepted  with  him!" 

Doomed  en  masse  and  under  an  exceptional  and  pitiless  judg- 
ment !  No  human  being  under  Heaven  had  ever  such  hardship 
laid  upon  him.  But,  it  may  be  asked,  has  the  condition  of  the 
heathen  not  been  depicted  as  if  they  were  all  lost  until  the  mission- 
ary gets  there  ;  and  then  things  turn  for  the  better  ?  Well,  so  they 
are  all  lost  until  the  missionary  gets  there  ;  in  the  same  sense  as 
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you  and  I  and  every  one  in  Europe  and  America  is  lost — "is  a 
heathen,"  as  Max  Muller  affirms — until  the  word  of  salvation 
turns  us  "from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God."  And  therefore  we  not  only  do  not  entertain  such  a 
cheerless  doctrine  of  the  condition  of  the  heathen  \  but  the  fact 
about  it  is  that,  to  find  those  who  have  an  inspiring  and  working 
hope  for  the  salvation  of  the  heathen  and  one  that  is  built  upon 
reasonable  beliefs,  we  must  come  to  those  like  you,  who  admit  it, 
sadly  enough,  that  they  are  lost,  but  say  also  that  they  are  still 
salvable  by  the  grace  of  God. 

I  ask  the  ethnic  philosopher  what  hope  he  cherishes  for 
a  better  future  for  the  pagan  nations.  He  despondently  points 
me  to  the  tombs  of  other  heathen  nations  which  are  known 
only  in  history,  whose  location  is  no  longer  marked  on  maps, 
nor  is  mention  made  of  them  in  the  affairs  of  men.  By  and 
by,  says  he,  these  that  are  as  they  were,  will  be  where  they 
are ;  out  of  sight  of  all  but  the  antiquarian's  eye !  I  ask  the 
evolutionist  of  the  earthiest  school  what  he  forecasts  for  those 
lost  millions  of  the  old  nations  for  whom  the  young  and  strong 
have  small  regard.  He  coldly  answers  that  in  the  struggle  for 
existence  it  cannot  be  expected  that  such  shall  survive  ;  because  it 
is  only  the  fittest  that  are  fit  to  survive.  Yet  again,  I  inquire  of 
certain  schools  of  religious  thought  in  Christendom  what  they 
expect  will  become  of  the  myriads  who  are  outcasts  in  morality 
and  manhood.  But  so  recondite  and  technical  are  many  of  their 
replies,  and  they  talk  so  much  more  of  ethical  judgments  than  of 
the  judgments  of  God  and  the  atonement  of  Jesus,  that  I  can 
hardly  make  out  what  their  real  belief  is  about  the  better  or  worse 
beyond  of  those  who  are  lying  in  wickedness.  Perhaps  if  our  form 
of  civil  government  and  apparatus  for  secular  education  were  intro- 
duced into  pagan  lands,  with  instruction  in  the  humanities,  such  as 
Christianity  carries  along  with  it,  a  part  of  these  philanthropists 
and  preachers  would  feel  that  nothing  more  might  need  to  be  done. 
For,  as  to  immortality,  and  a  possibility  of  blessedness  for  these 
moral  underlings  in  an  after  life,  they  admit  their  ignorance;  and 
are  not  oppressed  with  any  sense  of  responsibility.  Thus  it  is  with 
some  of  those  of  whom  I  inquire,  while  with  others  the  pagans  are 
not  thought  of  at  all  j  their  sad  condition  lying  so  very,  very  far 
from  the  care  of  such  that  even  distance  fails  to  lend  enchantment 
to  the  view.     But  when  we  turn  from  all  such  to  those  who  have 
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started,  established,  and  at  great  self-sacrifice  have  supported 
Christian  missions,  how  the  prospect  brightens.  Let  me  ask  you 
what  your  hope  for  the  pagan's  future  is.  Must  they  perish,  either 
in  this  world  or  in  the  world  to  cotne  ?  By  no  means,  is  the 
encouraging  reply.  "  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way  and  the 
unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will 
abundantly  pardon  him."  Whoever  he  is,  and  wherever  he  lives  ! 
The  condition  of  the  heathen  hopeless !  Believe  that  they  are 
involved  in  a  doom  which  they  cannot  escape  ?  Far,  and  yet 
further  from  us  be  the  thought.  Through  all  the  ages  we  think 
of  some  of  them  working  righteousness  and  being  "  accepted  of 
him."  So  careful  and  conservative  a  historian  of  Christian  doc- 
trine as  Dr.  Shedd  asserts  that  "it  is  not  the  doctrine  of  the 
church  that  the  entire  mass  of  pagans  have  gone  down  to 
endless  impenitence  and  death."  For  "  that  some  of  the  unevan- 
gelized  are  saved  in  the  present  life  .  .  .  has  been  the  hope  and 
belief  of  Christendom."  This,  he  says,  "was  the  hope  and  belief 
of  the  elder  Calvinists,  as  it  is  of  the  later."  And  leading  teachers 
of  this  "later"  school  today  reject  emphatically  the  imputation 
that  they  teach  a  hopeless  hereafter  for  all  the  heathen.  They 
invite  us  to  the  Scriptures  to  learn  how  merciful  the  Lord  is,  and 
how  ready  he  is  to  forgive,  and  how  prompt  to  receive  the  prodi- 
gals of  the  race.  At  such  an  invitation  we  do  turn,  and  rejoice  to 
learn  that  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago  the  raptured  apostle  on 
Patmos  beheld"  in  heaven  "  a  great  multitude  which  no  man  could 
number,  of  all  nations  and  kindred  and  peoples  and  tongues." 
John  saw  them  in  heaven;  for  they  "stood  before  the  Lamb 
clothed  with  white  robes  and  palms  in  their  hands,  and  cried  with 
a  loud  voice,  saying  :  Salvation  to  our  God  who  sitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb."  And  this  innumerable  multifude, 
bear  in  mind,  were  neither  angels,  nor  children  of  Abraham.  They 
were  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven,  and  of  every  tribe  and 
tongue,  and  all  of  them,  uniformed  in  white  robes  of  righteousness, 
were  eloquently  praising  the  God  of  salvation.  They  had  been,  by 
his  gracious  spirit,  led  to  forsake  sin,  and  by  patient  continuance 
in  well-doing  to  seek  for  glory,  honor,  and  immortality.  And  so 
they  obtained  eternal  life;  and  they  got  it  through  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  whom  they  knew  not,  on  Mount  Calvary,  but  now  stand 
before  on    Mount   Zion.     Do  we  search  the  Scriptures  to    see    if 
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there  be  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  heathen  could,  if  they 
would,  find  their  way  to  the  Father's  home,  although  they  have 
not  the  clear  light  from  the  cross  ?  And  are  we  discouraged  ?  Do 
returned  missionaries  depict  the  degradation  of  the  pagan  so 
darkly  that  there  is  reason  to  fear  the  great  majority  of  them  are 
now  forging  ahead  into  darkness,  and  going  down  to  death  forever? 
And  does  the  appalling  thought  of  such  multitudes  perishing, 
threaten  to  drive  sympathetic  souls  to  destraction  ?     Well  it  might. 

The  wonder  is  that  any  of  us  can  be  moderate  in  our  zeal  and 
plans  for  sending  them  the  proclamation  of  salvation  :  seeing  that 
all  we  hear  from  them  deepens  the  conviction  that,  as  ages  and 
generations  go  on,  the  word  of  God  is  true  in  their  case,  just  as  it 
is  here,  that  "  Evil  men  and  seducers  wax  worse  and  worse." 
They  do  wax  worse  and  worse  !  The  darkness  deepens  upon 
them.  The  dominating  "  power  of  Satan  "  strengthens  its  grip 
upon  them.  The  stream  of  time  is  sweeping  millions  out  of  the 
one  thousand  millions  of  the  unevangelized  into  eternity  without 
God.  They  have  shut  their  eyes  to  the  light-houses  standing  on 
their  coasts  of  life.  They  disregard  the  beacons  that  blaze  from 
every  cliff.  They  recklessly  neglect  to  set  their  "  compass  that 
never  varies  "  by  the  "  stars  "  that  "  are  shining  where  there  is  no 
sun."  And  so  they  are  being  engulfed  in  endless  woe  —  not 
through  God's  fault,  but  by  their  own  fault,  first  and  mainly;  and 
by  our  fault  next. 

And  what  is  more, 

5.  So  far  as  we  know,  the  preaching  of  the  law  and  gos- 
pel of  God  is  the  only  influence  that  is  adequate  to  the  con- 
version of  the  heathen  who  now  live  on  the  earth  with  us. 
And  it  is  only  with  these  that  we  are  concerned.  No  attentive 
reader  forgets  the  sharp  rebuke  which  Jesus  gave  to  one  who 
sought  to  get  excused  from  duty  to  the  living  by  asking  leave  of 
absence  to  go  and  bury  the  dead.  "  Let  the  dead  bury  the  dead  ; 
but  go  thou  and  preach  the  kingdom  of  God."  And  so  we  have 
to  do  with  living  heathen  in  their  present  miserable  plight  ! 
Whether  their  ancestors  were  better  or  worse  than  they  are ; 
whether  their  predecessors  were  less  under  "  the  power  of  Satan  " 
than  they  are  ;  and  whether,  if  they  were  less  entirely  blinded  by 
the  god  of  this  world,  many  of  them  were  saved,  it  is  all  idle  to 
inquire.     A  pagan  emperor  fooling  with  his  fiddle  while  his  capitol 
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is  in  flames  is  not  guilty  of  such  criminal  folly  as  the  Christian 
church  will  be  if  she  entertains  herself  with  debates  about  the 
dead,  while  before  her  face  and  eyes  myriads  of  souls  are  sinking 
into  the  bottomless  pit.  We  have  the  living  heathen  —  a  thousand 
million  of  them  living  with  us  now  in  this  world.  And  as  neither 
the  progress  of  modern  civilization,  nor  the  presence  of  the  secular 
knowledges  which  that  civilization  has  introduced  among  the  out- 
cast and  lost,  has  ever  transformed  the  moral  character  of  any 
pagan  people  or  tribe,  therefore  we  are  left  to  choose  whether  we 
will  make  haste  to  give  them  the  gospel,  or  whether  we  will  let 
them  die  in  their  sins.  At  what  awful  peril  of  their  eternal  welfare 
do  we  spend  one  cent  or  second  inquiring  whether  they  may  be 
saved  in  some  other  way.  Can  words  state  or  eternity  calculate 
our  responsibility  if,  without  clear  warrant  from  the  Word  of  God, 
we  wilfully  do  anything  to  minify  the  importance  of  proclaiming 
both  the  warnings  and  the  wooing  invitations  of  the  gospel  to  those 
that  are  ready  to  perish  ?  The  very  fact  that  those  who  have  been 
among  them  give  such  unvarying  testimony  to  their  hardness  of 
heart  and  enmity  against  God,  should  be  enough  to  enlist  the  last 
energy  in  us  to  bring  to  bear  upon  them  the  holy  light  and  love  of 
the  Lamb  of  God  !  But  for  that  love  we  ourselves  should  most 
probably  never  have  turned  from  sin.  Then  what  have  we  to  do 
with  speculative  theories,  or  possible  methods  of  salvation  for 
them  ?  We  have  had  our  own  eyes  opened  by  a  saving  light, 
which  we  are  bidden  to  let  shine  !  How  can  we  then  waste  that 
light  in  illuminating  a  debating  room,  where  we  may  discuss 
theodicies  and  theologies,  the  while  that  "  gross  darkness  "  every 
day  deepens  upon  the  perishing  millions?  Were  we  not,  perhaps, 
too  sure  that  the  forbearance  of  Christ  is  of  very  godlike  endur- 
ance, we  should  feel  like  asking  every  eloquent  angel  before  him 
to  beg  an  excuse  for  the  waste  of  time  and  the  trifling  with  oppor- 
tunity of  which  we  already  stand  guilty. 

No  difference  what  men  might  do  without  the  gospel,  if  only 
they  would  do  their  best.  Yet  it  does  still  remain  that  the  unevan- 
gelized  of  our  day  and  generation  appear  blind,  beyond  seeing 
anything,  and  in  bondage  to  sin  and  Satan  below  the  power  of  any- 
thing to  extricate  them,  unless  it  shall  be  the  attractions  of  the 
cross  !  But  with  the  gospel  faithfully  and  effectually  preached 
the  encouraging  fact  is  : 

The  Gentiles  are  turning  "  from  Satan  unto  God."     It  may, 
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in  one  view,  seem  a  long  time  since  the  Moravian  and  English 
missionaries,  with  our  own,  starting  a  little  later,  struck  the  first 
light  in  the  dense  darkness  of  South  Africa  and  India.  But  what 
has  been  one  century  of  our  giving  them  and  others  everywhere 
over  the  earth  the  light,  compared  with  the  dismal  and  degraded 
centuries  which  preceded  ?  And  what  have  we  yet  done,  seeing 
that,  if  every  soul  in  China  were  suddenly  to  confess  Christ,  each 
Christian  missionary  in  that  empire  now  would  have  six  hundred 
thousand  members  in  his  church  ?  All  the  same,  the  workmen  on 
the  mission  fields  are  receiving  such  wages  for  their  work  as 
preachers  of  the  gospel  at  home  might  well  rejoice  over  if  they 
had  even  the  half  of  it.  As  fruit  and  effect  of  the  kind  of  men 
and  the  manner  of  gospelizing  in  the  past  in  the  dark  lands,  we 
now  see  the  average  missionary  winning  twenty  four  times  more 
souls  to  Christ  in  a  year  than  does  the  average  Protestant  minister 
of  the  gospel  in  Europe  and  America.  Never  as  now  the  words  of 
the  Master  apply  for  our  encouragement :  "  Lift  up  your  eyes  and 
behold  the  fields,  that  they  are  white  to  the  harvest."  When  the 
earthquake  shook  open  the  doors,  shivered  the  shackles  and 
quenched  the  lights  in  the  Philippian  jail,  the  agitated  keeper 
"  called  for  a  light  "  that  he  might  see  just  what  the  ruins  around 
him  were.  Something  mightier  than  an  earthquake,  but  not  noisy, 
has  shaken  the  nations  and  agitated  the  people.  If  not  all,  then 
many  of  them.  And  this  many  are  calling  "  for  a  light."  How  can 
we  be  careless  or  cold-hearted  in  carrying  them  the  light  we  have, 
now  that  theirs  have  gone  out  ?  There  are  among  those  masses 
a  vast  number  who  have  not,  as  the  foolish  virgins,  slept  until  the 
cry  of  the  coming  bridegroom  awakened  them.  They  are  stirred 
already;  and  are  asking  us  for  oil  and  for  lamps  too  —  because 
their  old  idolatries  are  fast  going  out  in  universal  darkness  and 
doubt. 


